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CHARTER REVIEW COMMISSION 

APRIL 19, 2018 

The meeting was called to order at 6:02 p.m. by Chairman Aram Ohanian. Commission 

members present were: Scott Anderson, Todd Grayson, Pete Gwyn, Will Harbauer, Tim 

Monaco, Edwin Nagle, Aram Ohanian, Jon Orser, and Elizabeth Ravas. (9). Absent: Carol 

Shepard (1). Also present was Dave Creps, Clerk of Council. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Mr. Orser requested that the minutes of the April 12, 2018 meeting be amended as 

follows: Page 2, Article III The Council, Section 5.0 Quorum, third line, amend “He said 

that by abstaining you actually vote no.” to read: “Mr. Orser stated that by abstaining you 

can block passage of a motion without voting.” Mr. Monaco moved to approve the minutes 

of the April 12, 2018 meeting as amended. Seconded by Mr. Grayson. Ayes: (9). Nays: 

(0). 

ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN 

Mr. Grayson nominated Mr. Gwyn as Vice-Chairman. Seconded by Ms. Ravas. Ayes: (9). 

Nays: (0). 

DISCUSSION REGARDING CHARTER 

Article III Section 6.0 Rules and Journal of Council. There was discussion regarding 

the Ohio Sunshine Laws and about legislation being passed as an emergency but no 

action was taken. 

Article III Section 7.0 Clerk of Council. No comments. 

Article III Section 8.0 Vacancies. There was discussion regarding lengthening the time 

to allow City Council to fill a vacancy. Ms. Ravas said some charters say 45 days and 

others say 60 days. Mr. Grayson moved to change the language in the second sentence 

of Section 8.0 to read “If the vacancy shall not be so filled within forty-five (45) days, the 

Mayor shall fill it by appointment.” Seconded by Mr. Monaco. Ayes: Anderson, Grayson, 

Gwyn, Harbauer, Monaco, Nagle, Ohanian, and Ravas (8). Nays: Orser (1). 

Article III Section 9.0 A Meetings. Mr. Grayson said that he does not like that City 

Council takes off a meeting, and he feels they should have the regular schedule all year. 

Mr. Creps noted that it says Council may dispense with one of its meetings, not will 

dispense. Mr. Gwyn made a motion to leave the language as it currently reads. Seconded 

Mr. Ohanian. Ayes: Anderson, Grayson, Gwyn, Harbauer, Nagle, Ohanian, Orser, and 

Ravas (8). Abstain: Monaco (1). 

There was discussion about appropriate reasons to go into Executive Session as listed 

in Section 9.0. Mr. Orser said that there should be only one reason to hold an Executive 

Session and that is if the City doesn’t hold it, it will cost the City money. He said that he 

does not feel that appointment to a volunteer board constitutes appointment of a public 
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official and it should not be done in Executive Session. Mr. Nagle said that he sits on a 

board at Owens Community College and their language reads pretty much the same. Mr. 

Monaco noted that this is language from the Sunshine Law. It was suggested that since 

the Sunshine Laws may change, it would be beneficial to change the language so that 

instead of listing the reasons you can go into Executive the language “in compliance with 

Ohio Sunshine Laws” be inserted. Mr. Nagle noted that people will not know about the 

specifics of the Sunshine Laws. Ms. Ravas said that a copy should be kept in Council 

chambers. Mr. Anderson asked if the vote on this change could be delayed until the Law 

Director is consulted to see if it is necessary. Mr. Ohanian made a motion to change the 

language in Section 9.0 beginning with “for the sole purpose of consideration of the 

following matters” to the end of the paragraph, and insert “in compliance with Ohio 

Sunshine Laws.” Seconded by Ms. Ravas. Ayes: Grayson, Gwyn, Harbauer, Monaco, 

Ohanian, Orser, and Ravas (7). Nays: Anderson and Nagle (2). 

Article III Section 9.0 B Special Meetings. Mr. Ohanian said that he has an issue with 

the sentence that reads “Unless five (5) members in attendance concur, no other subject 

or subjects shall be considered.” He said that would provide no notice to the public. Mr. 

Monaco said that he believes this is in violation of the open meetings law. Mr. Ohanian 

moved to remove the language “Unless five (5) members in attendance concur” leaving 

the second part of the sentence. Seconded by Ms. Ravas. Ayes: (9). Nays: 0). 

Mr. Nagle left the meeting at 6:48 p.m. 

Article III Section 10.0 Powers.  There was discussion regarding contracts, defining 

contracts, and the reserve fund balance. Mr. Gwyn said that he does not think there 

should be a definition of a contract in the Charter, and he thinks raising the limit of the 

reserve fund balance should be done by ordinance. Mr. Monaco said that he feels the 

language in H. regarding the power to expel or remove should be extended to include 

department or division heads in matters of malfeasance, misfeasance or nonfeasance. 

There was discussion regarding this issue, but no action was taken. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:21 p.m. 

       Respectfully submitted, 

 

       Mary Jo Sutton 

  

Next meeting: Thursday, May 3, 2018 at 6:00 p.m. 

 

 


